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E. B. del Rossrio
Wash.-Alag, Regional Coordinator — V.V.AW.,

Pert One

.n any weekend night at  the
Oonnelhlion Bar and Restaurant, even the
most casual tourist may find himself rubbing
elbows with agents of half a dozen countrics.
These apnu go under various official titles
and capacities, such as ‘“information
specialists,” “rural &mtomm technician,”
- ‘or “embassy official,” but most ali of them
. can. be placed into one occupahonal
- category — espionage. The main attraction
of the Constellation is the agents, and not
the music or the food; for at Suzanne’s
down the road, one can get better, especially
food. But since there’s not much happening
in Vientisne, and there’s fow places to go to
* hide, the Constellation becomes the center
of sctivity on weekends. After official
working hours, this little city by the
Mckhong River tries to become a miniature
Saigon but without the wartime conditions
of its bigger sister.

While the resident agents are pursuing the
music, lights and slenderly built Lao
“puying,” another group of men arc busy
under bright flood lights at Wattay Airport,
working  hurriedly, but competently, to
. rpepare silver unmarked airplanes for early
mording flights. ‘At the ramps of Air
Americs and Continental Air = Services,
Filipino, Chinese. and Thai mechanics are
checking, adjusting, ‘tuning and
reassemblying every functional part of the
alicraft which must carry people and cargo
over the entire length of Laos. One by one,
the DC-¥s, C46s, C-123's, CAribous,

Pilstus, Porters and Helio Couriers are .

checked and double checked, for these
planes must fly over some of the most
primitive ternain and' under pnmmve
conditions for four to ten hours daily. As
‘esch aircraft is released by the flight
~ mechanics, other men take over the
' of the plane. Lao laborers hump
. hundred-pount sacks of rice or cornmeal up
the inclined belly of the C-46’s or cargo of
aﬂimy wares into the * Caribous and
123",

NONE/UNKNOWN

Before the first rays of sunligh'g break on the
cheais of Buddhist monasteris, pilots arc
veceiving their - briclings and assignments
from the operations sections. “Captina,
you're on Sixty Zulu this morning. Your.
DZ’s arc Sixty-three, Eleven, Five and
One-Seven-Three. Weather is overcast at four

- thousand, broken at twenty-five hundred.

Doublecheck your recognition signal at Site
Five . . . the Pathet Lao took Site Thirteen
last night.” “Jim, take Fourteen Tango to

Lima Two-{ive and pick up‘customer cargo.”

Take off is at Zero-Six-Thirty.”

The tone of the .voice of the bricfer is as
casual as the night life’ of the espionage
agents and as casual as a bus drive. The pilots
of the aircraft fly cargos’ that would horrify
the average United States citizen, the person

who” must pay for the-operations of teh -

ClA’s airlines. In the scemingly innocent
briéfing given to pilot Jim are words which

. may open congressional investigations which

will make all other investigations into the
U.S. overseas operations seem trivial. Broken
down into layman’s language, the briefing
means, “Jim, fly the C-46 cargo plane to Ban
Houie Sai and bring back a load of opium.”

On a flight between Ban Houice Sai, a town .

in the center of tech “Golden Triangle,” the
world’s richest opium growing region, 3 C-46
aircraft can carry between 12,000 to 14,000

pounds of opium. On some days, three or .
" four aircraft make such flights out of Ban

Houie Sai.
Note About the Author: Del Rosario was an
employee of Continental Air Services in
1967 As an “operations assistant™ based out
of Vientiane, Laos, he was responsible for
the nonitoring of all flights in Laos for that
ClA-fininced transport corporation and Jor
the loading and unloading of all cargo. As an
associate to a British citizen Studying the
languages of teh Meo-and Yeo hill tribes in
the Golden Tviangle, del Rosario was able to
learn nuch about the opium culture of the
region. On February 4, 1972, he testified in
San Francisco before representatives of the

national press and television networks about .
-his observations in. laos Parts of his

testimony will ‘be appearing in the next

NONE/UNKNOWN
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Ea(h': editor and publisher James Goode
charged that the ClA-supported Air America
sirline is being used to ship opium from CIA -
bases in Laos and Thailand. Goode cited an
srticle written by University of California °
professor Peter Dale Scott who said that
opium is grown by CIA -mercenaries,
including the Meo tribesmen, in Southeast
Asia. According to Scott, the opium is then

. shipped from the remote jungle areas abond
Air America planes. .

A spokesman fot Air America in
- Washington, D.C. also declined to comment
on the story. He would say only that Air
. America is a “non-domestic airline owned by
Americans which operates in Asia.” He said
he was unaware of any connections between
the airline and thé CIA.

Farth magazine’s March issue accuses the
CIA of controlling Air America —-and
charges that the airline operation is
_ tespongible for at least 25 percent of all
heroin which reaches the United States.

.. NONEAJNKNOWN
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" Said Goode: “1 find it inconceivable that

i the hierarchy of the CIA and other agencies
* - within our government have not cracked

- down on this source of smack.”

Goode ‘was asked about a suggestion voiced
carlier this week by Senator Hubert
Humphrey that the CIA be assigned the task
of investigating and stopping the flow of
illegal heroin.

.Q Karth wagazine charged that the Central .|

Intelligencs Agency is intimately involved in
the smuggling of millious of dollars worth of
heroin into the United States each year.

The magazine’s editor James Goode
annouirced at a press conference\in Sun
Francisco that the March issue of\ Earrh
mmmua web of slliances which cognect

wing Southeast Asian farmers to
the ClA-sponsored Air America Airlines and
'big monay interests in the eastern United
States, Goode said that heroin-smuggling
entanglements are carefully spelled out in an
srticle written by University of California
English professor Peter’ Dale Scott; Scott's
cight-pags article traces the connection
between oplum growers, CIA operatives,

flights of ClA<ontrolled airlines and the

eventual delivery of heroin to the US.

Goode further charged that the

ClAsupported Meo tribemen and other

oplum growers located in Southcast Asia’s

**fertile triangle”™ are responsible for

anywhers “from 25 percent to 80 percent of

;!. heroin  traffic reaching the United
tes.”

The mpzine editor stated tht Scott’s article

was ‘‘clesrly the mosi. dramatic
documentation of CIA complicity in heroin
trafficking yet published;” but he added that

| years, | addmg. “Yet nolhing has been
done.”
(Goode announced that he was making all of
his.evidence immediately svailable to United
States Senators — and that he is calling for a
-Senate investigation of the CIA’s role in the
undesground heroin market.

Studies on the smack problem in the United

States have indicated that up to $5 billion
dollars is spent annually on heroin by
. 500000 American addicts. More than half
" of the money spent each year on the
purchae of heroin ~ or $2.5 billion — is
obtained through theft by addicts. Medical
suthorities report that heroin presently
caused more deaths to poople between the

" ““Yrat’s like appointing the SS to investigate
atrocitios at Dachau or Auschwitz,” Goode said.

has been suspected and reported sbout for !

the .CIA’s involvement in smack smuggling b

.
1

ages of 18 and 35 than do wars or cancer or °

. car wcidems.

A 28-ycamld Scattle resident who worked
as a “civilisn aide™ to Continental Air
Scrvices in Thailand and Laos testified in
San Franciscothat he witnessed opium being
loaded aboard ClA-cponsored almaf t

Enrique B. del Rosario said he watched 1

* cargo, labeled as “miscellancous,” was put

aboard Air America planes at the Ban Houie
Sai base in Laos, and at two other bases in

_ Thailand. Del Rosario said he had served as 3,

“civilian understudy™ at the bases in
Southeast Asia between 1966 and 1970.

When asked if he was actually employed at
the time by the CIA, del Rosario declined to
answer, insisting that he was not “permitted

10.” He added that his wife'and two children *

are currently in Thailand — and said-that he
did not want to say snything “which might
jeopardize their safety.”

" However, del Rosario admitted that he had

worked very closely with the Meo tribesmen
and other CiA-supported tribes, and that he
had seen litcnlly “hundreds of scres of
cultivated opium fields planted by the
tribesmen.” Del Rosario said that the opium
was later harvested, and that he watched as
Air American planes landed at Thai and Laos
b;:: and loaded the *‘miscellaneous™ cuzo
aboard.

NONE/UNKNOWN

Vietnam in 1964 and 1965, said that the '

. opium growing was permitted by the Laos

and Thailand governments as long as there |
was no outside pressure exerted. He

explained that, occasionally, 3 complaint
mldbelod'daboutunamwmof
gowing and smuggling, and that then the
‘government would move in and demand a

' temporary halt to the opium cultivation.

The Central Intelligence Agency has refused
to comment on charges voiced by Earth
magazine that the CIA “is deeply involved in
the smuggling of hetoin into; the United
States.” -

A spokesman for the CIA, assistant director
Angus Thuermer, insisted to Earth News
that the intelligonce agency “never

comments on any ges or complaints
made against the CIA.” Thuermer added,
however, that CIA director Richard Helms
had specifically denied any CIA connection
to the trafficking of heroin during a speech
he made to newspaper editors in
Washington, D.C. early last year. At that
time, Helms, in reply to charges that the CIA

‘was involved in moving opium from.

Southeast Asia to the United States,
said: “We knowmmnotmuibuting to
that problem.

(Ed l\bte Funlnr information on CIA
involvement in the oplum trede is contained
in an article by Enrique B. del Rossrio in
this issue of THE SOUND.)




